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FREDERICK PARKES WEBER

By SIR JOHN McNEE

Doctor F. Parkes Weber, the oldest British member of the "Clinical and
Climatological," elected in 1902, died on June 2nd, 1962 at his home in
London, aged 99 years.

Parkes WAeber was the son of Sir Hermann Weber, one of the German
medical men introduced into England by Queen Victoria and later nat-
uralized, and an English mother. He was educated at Charterhouse School,
Trinity College, Cambridge, and St. Bartholomew's Hospital, London.
For the whole of his professional life he was physician to the German
Hospital, London, which he faithfully attended until he was over eighty.
Sir Hermann Weber was a famous collector of rare coins, which he left to
the British M\useum. Parkes Weber collected rare clinical cases; and it is
no exaggeration to say that he became the recognized expert on rare dis-
eases not only in Britain but perhaps in the whole medical world. No
fewer than four rare diseases or syndromes have Weber's name epony-
mously attached to them; butlhe wrote on many subjects and in 1943 his
friends presented him with a collection of his reprints from various jour-
nals, British and foreign, numbering almost one thousand. If Parkes
Weber could not provide a long name and give details or references about
some rare condition, then it didn't exist. His later years were clouded by
complete blindness, but his wife, a German lady of fine literary and lin-
guistic accomplishments who came to the German Hospital as his house-
physician during the scarcity in World War I, kept him in touch with the
medical literature and medical progress. His interest never flagged, and
he was sending letters to medical journals and publishing a whole series
of "Miscellaneous Notes" until shortly before his death. A full obituary
notice of this beloved scholar-physician is printed in the British Medical
Journal of June 9th, 1962, which may bring back memories to some of the
American physicians who knew him or heard him speak in London, and
a special contribution by Dr. Victor McKusick appeared in the Journal
of the American Medical Association of January 5th, 1963.
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